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RESPIRATORY PROTECTION

Municipal employees often face situations that
require at least some form of respiratory
protection against harmful substances.
Examples include:

e First Responders: contact with bloodborne
pathogens and bodily fluids.

e Water & Sewer Employees: contact with
wastewater particulates and
microorganisms.

e Parks & Recreation Workers: exposure to
pesticides and pool chemicals.

e Public Works Crews: exposure to silica dust
and confined-space gases.

Facial Hair & Tight-Fitting Respirators

OSHA §1910.134 (g)(1)(i)(A) states: “Facial hair that
comes between the sealing surface of the
facepiece and the face or that interferes with the
valve function” should not be permitted. While
Pennsylvania municipal employers are not bound
by OSHA, it is nonetheless crucial to consider this
standard for properly fit-testing employees.

RESOURCES

SMT Website — Membership Resources

Safety & Loss Control *“Members Only” portal:
https://www.smtpa.org/members.

PATHS Live Training

Personal Protective Equipment
Thursday, October 23 at 9:30 a.m.
Registration: click HERE

Bloodborne Pathogens
Thursday, November 13 at 1:30 p.m.
Registration: click HERE

Streamery On-Demand Training

Respiratory Protection & Safety

Breathe Safely: The Proper Use of Respiratory
Equipment

Respiratory Protection: The Facts

Multi-Media Resources

Respiratory Protection ~ OSHA

Respirator Selection and Use ~ NIOSH

Respirators ~ EHS Today

Online Articles

Anatomy of the Lungs & How to Breathe Safely
~ Occupational Health & Safety

Fit Testing: Respiratory Protection ~ Minnesota
Department of Health

Respiratory Protection FAQs ~ New York State
Department of Labor

To Beard or Not o Beard? ~ NIOSH Science Blog
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