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A premier group self-funded  worker’s
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Pennsylvania municipal entities and
their employees.

80 members within a
36-county service area.

Established in 1995 and 
administered in partnership 

with Benecon.
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PA RIGHT TO KNOW:
CHEMICAL COMMUNICATION

❖ Understand how HazCom and chemicals affect the 
workplace.

❖ Recognize the revised chemical labels and safety data 
sheets (SDS’s).

❖ Train employees to read and interpret chemical labels 
and SDS’s.
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www.smtpa.org

Workplace Safety 
Resources Available on 
the “Members Only” 
Portal of SMT’s Website

Questions about SMT’s website? Contact Kelly Holmes: kholmes@benecon.com 

mailto:kholmes@benecon.com
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William (Bill) Foehlinger

Assistant Vice President,
Risk Control Services

AssuredPartners | Murray



Right To Know Training

Safety Educational Series – Right To Know

http://www.assuredpartners.com/
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Brief History Lesson

▪ OSHA was established in 1970

▪ HAZCOM was adopted in 1983

▪ In 1987, scope was expanded to 

cover all industries

http://www.assuredpartners.com/
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Hazard Communication 101

• Most frequently cited standard 
in General Industry.

• The main topics of those 
citations were written 
programs, employee training, 
Safety Data Sheets (SDS), and 
container labels.

http://www.assuredpartners.com/
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Why Do You Need To Know This Information?

▪ Those solvents pose many 

hazards: 

▪ from mild health effects, such as 

skin and eye irritation

▪ to long-term disease, such as 

heart and kidney failure or 

cancer

http://www.assuredpartners.com/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=funny+chemical+pictures&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=i2ZzFvS8J-gqJM&tbnid=jlnQiBnUbbwruM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.tensionnot.com/pictures/Funny/Chemical-Ali&ei=hHqCUczLOqO30gHd6oHYBA&bvm=bv.45921128,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNFRyjNxspDcApBT3RCl85jMom0Abw&ust=1367591904590119
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How Do Chemicals Enter Your Body?

http://www.assuredpartners.com/
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Employer Responsibilities

▪ Identify and list hazardous 

chemical in the workplace

▪ Obtain SDS sheets

▪ Develop a written program

▪ Communicate & train employees

http://www.assuredpartners.com/
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End Of An Era

▪ March 20, 2012 – OSHA passed their final ruling updating 

the Hazard Communication Standard to align with the with 

the United Nations’ Globally Harmonized System (GHS) of 

Classification and Labeling of Chemicals. 

1992 (UN) 1997 (US/DOT) 2012 (US/OSHA)

http://www.assuredpartners.com/
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What is GHS?

▪ Globally Harmonized System of 

Classification and Labeling of 

Chemicals

▪ Implemented through HazCom

▪ Provides a universal approach

▪ Includes new labels 

and SDSs

http://www.assuredpartners.com/
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Safety Data Sheets

– Provide information about the 

hazards of a product precautions

– Accessible 24/7

– Replace MSDSs

– 16-section format
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Identification of
Substance and Supplier
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Section 2
Hazard Identification
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Section 3
Composition/Information on Ingredients
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First Aid Measures
Section 4
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Firefighting Measures

Section 5
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Section 6
Accidental Release Measures
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Section 7
Handling and Storage 
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Section 8
Precautions to Control Exposure/Personal Protection
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Physical and Chemical Properties

Section 9
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Section 10
Stability and Reactivity



Right To Know Training

Section 11
Toxicological Information
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Section 12
Ecological Information
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Section 13
Waste Disposal Consideration
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Transportation Information

Section 14
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Section 15
Regulatory Information



Right To Know Training

Section 16
Other Information
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SDS Questions

• What do we do with our archived MSDS?

– Continue to maintain them for the required length of time. 
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Container Labeling

▪ Manufacturer Container

▪ Secondary Container 
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Labeling
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Labeling

The product identifier is 
the name or number 
that allows you to 
identify the chemical in 
the container. 

Supplier identification 
must include the name, 
address, and telephone 
number for the company 
supplying the chemical.
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Labeling
�{ Signal Word

�t Danger is the more 
serious of the signal 
words and indicates a 
higher level of hazard.

�t Warning is less serious 
�š�Z���v���^�����v�P���Œ�_�����v����
indicates a lower hazard 
level.
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Labeling
�{ Hazard statements describe the 

nature of the hazard and, where 
appropriate, the degree of the 
hazard. The hazard statement can 
include information on fatal or 
toxic exposures, organ damage, 
and routes of exposure.
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Labeling
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Labeling
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Pictogram�v  Health Hazard

�t Carcinogen
�t Respiratory sensitizer
�t Reproductive toxicity
�t Target Organ toxicity
�t Mutagenicity
�t Aspiration toxicity
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Pictogram�v  Flame

�t Flammables
�t Self-Reactives
�t Pyrophorics
�t Self-Heating
�t Emits flammable gas
�t Organic peroxides
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Pictogram�v  Exclamation Mark

�t Skin and eye 
irritant

�t Skin sensitizer
�t Acute toxicity 
�t Narcotic effects
�t Respiratory tract 

irritant
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Pictograms�v
Gas Cylinder and Flame Over Circle

�t Gas under pressure
�t Oxidizer
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Thank you!

• Bill Foehlinger: wfoehlinger@murrayins.com 

• SMT website: www.smtpa.org   

mailto:wfohelinger@murrayins.com
http://www.smtpa.org/
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SMT Safety Series

Trenching & Excavating Safety
August 29, 2024

NEXT MONTH…
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